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TEXT:  Luke 2:14 
THEME:  Gloria Is in God’s Glory 
 
"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his 
favor rests."               NIV84 
 
Dear Family and Friends of Our Dear Departed Sister, Gloria: 
 
What do you think of when you hear the word, “Gloria?”  Today, we naturally 
think of our loved one, Gloria Marquardt, now fallen asleep in Jesus’ strong, 
loving arms.  You think of a loving mother, grandmother, great-grandmother, 
and friend who experienced a good deal of difficulty in this earthly life, but 
whose faith remained firm in her gracious Savior-God.  You think of a wife and 
mother who experienced the heart-break of a stillborn child, the death of her 
husband, and the death of an adult daughter…a mother who worked outside 
the home at Arrow Hamburger and a bakery to help support her family 
because her husband, Al, was often too sick to work…a mother who helped to 
raise her grandchildren and great-grandchildren…a woman, who at 96 years 
old, experienced the limitations, pains, and ravages of old age on her body 
and her mind.   
 
Yet she maintained a good attitude and was at peace whatever her lot in life 
was.  Her care-givers at Heartland remarked what a joy it was to take care of 
Gloria and how she appreciated all that they did for her.  Why could Gloria 
display such a wonderful attitude under some of the circumstances of her life?  
I think the answer is in her name. 
 
In Latin, our text for today begins, “Gloria in excelsis Deo.”  There is her 
name, Gloria.  Heavenly angels proclaimed the words of our text today at the 
birth of God’s Son, our Savior, Jesus.  Those angels were telling the 
frightened shepherds and the world that the actual glory of God had come to 
them and us.  That precious baby boy, born in a stable and laid in a manger, 
grew to become a man who carried the full weight of the sins of the world to a 
cross and died there to pay for all sins—Gloria’s sins, your sins, and my sins.  
The battered, bruised, and bloodied Son of God did not look glorious on the 
cross.  But on the third day, Easter Sunday, he rose from the dead with a 
glorified body.  God’s glory was revealed in our risen and living Savior, Jesus 
Christ.   
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Through the power of the Holy Spirit, working through the means of grace, the 
Gospel in the Word and Sacraments, Gloria was given saving faith in our 
Savior.  She fed that faith so that it would grow through regular worship, 
hearing the Word of God, and receiving his Holy Supper.  That gift of faith 
sustained Gloria throughout her earthly life, in all the joys and the sorrows.   
 
Sometimes God’s glory remains hidden from us.  It must be dimmed at times 
because we sinners could not survive in the brilliance and magnificence of 
God’s glory.  Even Moses on Mt. Sinai could not see God’s full glory but only 
God’s back through a peephole in the rock.  And even then, Moses had to 
hide his face with a veil because the reflected glory of God was too bright for 
the Israelites to endure.   
 
Yet through the eyes of Spirit-worked faith, Gloria saw God’s glory in her 
Savior, Jesus.  She saw God’s glory in his gracious and generous hand that 
protected and provided for her throughout the 96 years of her earthly life.   
 
Because of that, the second part of our text today was also true for Gloria:  
“…and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests."  God’s favor 
rested on Gloria because he made sure she was brought to saving faith.  
Therefore, Gloria was at peace even in life’s trials and tribulations.  She firmly 
believed in Jesus’ words:  “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.  I 
do not give to you as the world gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled 
and do not be afraid” (John 14:27).  What a priceless treasure!  Peace with 
God for us who are by nature enemies of God because of our rebelliousness 
and sin! 
 
So, today we mourn our loss of Gloria’s earthly companionship and love.  But 
we rejoice at her great victory.  She is now in the fullness of God’s glory.  Her 
name is completely fulfilled in God’s presence.  We eagerly look forward to 
our reunion with her and all true believers in heaven.  We are at peace 
because, as the Apostle Paul assures us:  “Our citizenship is in heaven.  
And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by 
the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will 
transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body” 
(Philippians 3:20-21).   
 
“Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God's 
people.  Amen” (Revelation 22:20-21). 
 


